
From Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer (http://www.ccel.org/ccel/
murray/prayer.txt)
8 The Boldness of God’s Friends (Luke 11: 5-8)
O let us thank Him that in delaying His answer He is educating us up to our true 
position and the exercise of all our power with Him, training us to live with Him in the 
fellowship of undoubting faith and trust, to be indeed the friends of God. And let us 
hold fast the threefold cord that cannot be broken: the hungry friend needing the help, 
and the praying friend seeking the help, and the Mighty Friend, loving to give as much 
as he needeth.

Lord! teach me more to know the power of persevering prayer. I know that in it the 
Father suits Himself to our need of time for the inner life to attain its growth and 
ripeness, so that His grace may indeed be assimilated and made our very own. I know 
that He would fain thus train us to the exercise of that strong faith that does not let 
Him go even in the face of seeming disappointment. I know He wants to lift us to that 
wonderful liberty, in which we understand how really He has made the dispensing of 
His gift dependent on our prayer. Lord! I know this: O teach me to see it in spirit and 
truth.

16 The Power of Persevering Prayer (Luke 18:1-8)
 He will avenge them speedily, the Master says. The blessing is all prepared; He is not 
only willing but most anxious to give them what they ask; everlasting love burns with 
the longing desire to reveal itself fully to its beloved, and to satisfy their needs. God 
will not delay one moment longer than is absolutely necessary; He will do all in His 
power to hasten and speed the answer.
 But why, if this be true and His power be infinite, does it often last so long with the 
answer to prayer? And why must God's own elect so often, in the midst of suffering 
and conflict, cry day and night? He is long-suffering over them.' Behold! the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, being long-suffering over it, 
till it receive the early and the latter rain.' The husbandman does indeed long for his 
harvest, but knows that it must have its full time of sunshine and rain, and has long 
patience. A child so often wants to pick the half-ripe fruit; the husbandman knows to 
wait till the proper time. Man, in his spiritual nature too, is under the law of gradual 
growth that reigns in all created life. It is only in the path of development that he can 
reach his divine destiny. And it is the Father, in whose hands are the times and 
seasons, who alone knows the moment when the soul or the Church is ripened to that 
fulness of faith in which it can really take and keep the blessing. As a father who longs 
to have his only child home from school, and yet waits patiently till the time of training 
is completed, so it is with God and His children: He is the long-suffering One, and 
answers speedily.

17 Prayer in Harmony with the Being of God (John 11:41, 42, Psalm 2:7,8)
 Father! I thank Thee that Thou bearest this name not only as the Father of Thy 
children here on earth, but as having from eternity subsisted as the Father with Thine 
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only-begotten Son. I thank Thee that as Father Thou canst hear our prayer, because 
Thou hast from eternity given a place in Thy counsels to the asking of Thy Son. I thank 
Thee that we have seen in Him on earth, what the blessed intercourse was He had with 
Thee in heaven; and how from eternity in all Thy counsels and decrees there had been 
room left for His prayer and their answers. And I thank Thee above all that through His 
true human nature on Thy throne above, and through Thy Holy Spirit in our human 
nature here below, a way has been opened up by which every human cry of need can 
be taken up into and touch the Life and the Love of God, and receive in answer 
whatsoever it shall ask. 


